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1  Think about the choices 
the character made. Write 
about how you would make 
the same or different choices 
and why. 

2  Think about the setting of 
the story. How does the 
setting change the way the 
character thinks and acts? 
What would happen if the 
setting were changed? 

3  Think about the story 
problem. How would you 
solve the problem if you were 
the character? What would 
you have done the same? 
What would have done 
differently? 

4  Think about the most 
important moment in the 
story. What made this 
moment important? How did 
you emotionally react to this 
moment? 

5 Think about three major 
turning points in the story. 
What was the cause of the 
turning points? How do you 
know? How did the turning 
points effect the rest of the 
story? 

6  What is the theme of the 
story? What are some clues 
the author gives you to 
understand the theme? How 
does the theme affect the 
character’s thoughts and 
actions?  
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Name ___________________________________    Date _______________________  Task # _____ 

Reading Response Task Menu: Elements of Fiction 
Fiction: A made up story with characters, setting, and plot. 

Select a task from the reading response menu. Your written reading response should address the questions in 
the task. 

Text ________________________________________ Author ________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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1  How does the main 
character change in the story 
and what brings about the 
changes? How do you think 
the character will act and feel 
in the future?  

2  Think about the 
character’s feelings. How do 
you relate to (or not) to the 
the character(s) in the story? 
Did you emotionally connect 
to the character(s)? Why or 
why not? 

3  Think about the choices 
the main character made. Do 
you think the character(s) 
made the right choices in the 
story? What would you do the 
same or differently? Why? 

4  Think about how the 
character’s acted and reacted 
in the story. Why do you think 
the character(s) acted and 
reacted the way they did? 
What were the causes of the 
actions and reactions? 

5  Think about the 
character’s feelings. How did 
the character’s feelings 
change in the story? What 
brought about the changes? 
What does the character’s 
feelings reveal about them? 

6  What is the character’s 
motivation? How do you 
know? What is the character’s 
strength? What is their 
weakness? How does their 
strength and weaknesses 
affect their thoughts and 
actions? 

Name ___________________________________    Date _______________________  Task # _____ 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reading Response Task Menu: Character Analysis 
Character Analysis: Show an understanding of a character’s traits, motivation, thoughts, and actions. 

Select a task from the reading response menu. Your written reading response should address the questions in 
the task. 

Text ________________________________________ Author ________________________________ 
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1  What is the story 
problem? How does the 
character solve the problem? 
What would you have done if 
you were in the character’s 
same situation? 

2  Think of three major 
events in the story. What 
caused the events? How did 
one thing lead to another? 
Why were the events 
important to the story? 

3  What predictions did you 
make during the story? How 
did your predictions change? 
What new information did 
you learn from the story that 
caused you to change your 
thinking? 

4  What do you know about 
the main character? How 
does the character think and 
feel? What does the character 
want? What words would you 
use to describe the 
character’s personality?  

5  What connections did you 
make with the story (text to 
self, text to text, text to 
world)? How did your 
connections help you to 
better understand the story 
or visualize the scene? 

6  At what point in the story 
did you have a strong picture 
in your mind? What did you 
see? How did the images help 
you to understand the story? 
How did the images affect 
your reaction to the story? 

Name ___________________________________    Date _______________________  Task # _____ 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reading Response Task Menu: Knowledge & Comprehension 
Knowledge & Comprehension: Show a basic understanding of the text 

Select a task from the reading response menu. Your written reading response should address the questions in 
the task. 

Text ________________________________________ Author ________________________________ 
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1  How is the piece 
organized? What text features 
does the author use? How 
does the organization and 
features help the reader 
understand the piece? 

2  What did you know about 
the topic before you read the 
piece? What did you learn? 
What questions do you still 
have about the topic? Where 
can you find the answers to 
your questions? 

3  What are your 
connections to the topic 
(personal experiences, 
background knowledge, past 
reading or viewing 
experiences, etc.)? How do 
your connections help you to 
understand the topic? 

4  What parts of the piece 
confused you? What 
questions were raised in your 
mind? How did you work out 
the confusing parts? What 
helped you to figure things 
out? 

5  What were the most 
important things you learned 
about the topic? What are the 
main ideas presented in the 
piece? How do the ideas 
progress from one to the 
next?   

6  What information or 
knowledge could you add to 
this topic? Where did you 
learn this information? How 
did this information help you 
to understand the piece? 

Name ___________________________________    Date _______________________  Task # _____ 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reading Response Task Menu: Nonfiction 
Nonfiction: Informational text that is real and true. 

Select a task from the reading response menu. Your written reading response should address the questions in 
the task. 

Text ________________________________________ Author ________________________________ 
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1  In which time period and 
where did the story take 
place?  What did you learn 
about the time period? How 
do you think your life would 
be different if you were born 
during that time? 

2  How does the time period 
make a difference in how the 
characters act and react in the 
story?  

3  Think about how the 
characters dressed and 
behaved; their schooling, 
jobs, traditions, and daily 
routines. How is their life 
different and the same 
compared to your life?  

4  How would the story 
change if it were set in today’s 
time? How might the 
character’s act and react  
differently?  

5  How did the main 
character feel in the story? 
How did their feelings 
change? How did you relate 
to the character’s feelings? 
How did you connect with the 
character and how they felt? 

6  What was the theme of 
the story? How did the author 
help the reader understand 
the theme? How does the 
theme connect with you in 
today’s world?  

Name ___________________________________    Date _______________________  Task # _____ 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reading Response Task Menu: Historical Fiction 
Historical Fiction: Story with fictional characters and events within a historical (set back in time) setting 

Select a task from the reading response menu. Your written reading response should address the questions in 
the task. 

Text ________________________________________ Author ________________________________ 
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1  What is the theme of the 
poem? What are some of the 
clues the author gives you to 
understand the theme? How 
does the theme affect the 
language of the poem? 

2  What do you notice about 
the language of the poem? 
What types of literary devices 
(simile, personification, 
metaphor) does the author 
use to show meaning? 

3  What is the poem about? 
What message do you think 
the author was trying to 
convey? How did the author 
create a mental picture for 
the reader? 

4  What are your personal 
connections to the poem? 
How did the poem make you 
feel? Explain your feelings. 
How do you think the author 
feels about the topic or 
theme? Explain your thinking. 

5  What is the musicality of 
the poem (rhyme, rhythm, 
beat)? How does the 
structure of the poem affect 
how it is read out loud? How 
does the musicality affect the 
overall tone and meaning of 
the poem? 

6  What is the inner journey 
of the poem (emotional, 
physical, spiritual, 
intellectual)? Why do you 
think this is so? Explain your 
thinking. How does this 
poem’s journey affect you as 
a person? 

Name ___________________________________    Date _______________________  Task # _____ 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reading Response Task Menu: Poetry 
Poetry: Expression of feelings or ideas as a literary work within a distinctive structure of style and rhythm 

Select a task from the reading response menu. Your written reading response should address the questions in 
the task. 

Text ________________________________________ Author ________________________________ 
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Name ___________________________________    Date _______________________  Task # _____ 

1  What is theme(s) of the 
story? What are some clues 
the author gives you to 
understand the theme? How 
is the theme important to the 
story? 

2  How did you relate to the 
theme(s) in the story? What 
experiences have you had in 
your life that are comparable 
to the theme(s) in the story? 

3  Why do you think the 
author wrote this story? What 
message do you think the 
author wanted to give to the 
reader? How do you know? 
Why? 

4  How did the author 
present the underlying 
message to the reader? When 
did you “get” the message? 
What does the message make 
you think about? 

5  How does the theme 
affect the character’s 
thoughts and actions? How 
does the character change in 
the story? 

6  What do you think is 
important about the author’s 
message? Why or why not? 
How did the author’s 
message change your 
thinking? 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reading Response Task Menu: Theme 
Theme: The central topic or idea of what the text is about and what the work says about the subject 

Select a task from the reading response menu. Your written reading response should address the questions in 
the task. 

Text ________________________________________ Author ________________________________ 
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1  How did the author 
organize the story? How did 
the sequence affect the 
outcome of the story? What 
could the author have done 
differently? How would it 
change the story? 

2  Think about the author’s 
writing. What do you think 
the author did to keep your 
interest? What did you notice 
about the author’s writing 
style and technique? 

3  What do you think is the 
author’s purpose for writing 
this story? What message did 
they want to convey to the 
reader? How do you know? 
What do you think about the 
message? Is it good or bad? 
Why? 

4  What did the author have 
to know to write this story? 
How does the author’s 
background knowledge or 
research make a difference in 
how the story is told? 

5  What surprised you in the 
story? Do you think the 
author meant to surprise 
you? Why or why not? How 
did this surprise change your 
thinking about the story?  

6  What changes would you 
make if you were the author? 
Why? How would your 
changes make a difference in 
the outcome of the story? 
How would the changes make 
the story better? 

Name ___________________________________    Date _______________________  Task # _____ 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reading Response Task Menu: Author’s Perspective 
Author’s Perspective: The author’s point of view and purpose as shown in the text 

Select a task from the reading response menu. Your written reading response should address the questions in 
the task. 

Text ________________________________________ Author ________________________________ 
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Name ___________________________________    Date _______________________  Task # _____ 

1  What text to self 
connections did you make 
with the story? How did your 
connections help you to 
understand the story better? 

2  How do you relate to (or 
not) to the the character(s) in 
the story? Did you 
emotionally connect to the 
character(s)? Why or why 
not? 

3  Think about information in 
the story that you understood 
because of things you already 
know. How did you connect 
your life experiences  to the 
story? 
 

4  Compare the main 
character in the story to a 
character in another story 
you’ve read. How are the 
characters alike? How are 
they different? 

5  Think about everything 
you’ve learned about yourself 
and the world from reading 
this story. Write about you’ve 
learned. 

6  What did you like about 
the main character and why? 
In what ways did you 
understand how the character 
felt in the story? In what ways 
did the character seem 
different from you? 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reading Response Task Menu: Connections 
Connections: Personal and emotional connections to the characters, setting, and story events. 

Select a task from the reading response menu. Your written reading response should address the questions in 
the task. 

Text ________________________________________ Author ________________________________ 
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1  Would you recommend 
this story to a friend? Why or 
why not? How do you think 
your friend would relate to 
the story? How do you think 
your friend would react to the 
story? 

2  What do you think would 
happen next if this story were 
to continue? Why?  

3  Think of the other 
characters in this story. What 
if the story were told from a 
different point of view? How 
would the story change? 
What would be the same and 
what would be different 
about the story? 

4  What inferences can you 
make about the character’s 
traits, feelings, actions, and 
thoughts? How do you know?  

5  How did this story make 
you feel? What did the story 
make you think about? How 
did it change your thinking 
about life? Why or why not? 

6  What are the most 
important things that you got 
out of this story? How did this 
story change you as a person? 
 
 

Name ___________________________________    Date _______________________  Task # _____ 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reading Response Task Menu: Thinking Beyond the Text 
Thinking Beyond the Text: To predict, connect, synthesize, and infer 

Select a task from the reading response menu. Your written reading response should address the questions in 
the task. 

Text ________________________________________ Author ________________________________ 
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Name ___________________________________    Date _______________________  Task # _____ 

1  Fiction: Based on the 
dialogue in the story, what 
can you infer about the main 
character? (What do you 
know about the character?) 
Support your thinking with 
evidence from the text.  

2  Nonfiction: Look at the 
text features. What do you 
know about the topic based 
on the information in the text 
features?  

3  What is the theme of the 
piece? How do you know? 
Give examples of evidence 
from the text to support your 
thinking. 
 

4  Choose a small topic 
mentioned in the piece. What 
do you know about the topic? 
What did you learn about the 
topic? Can you invent a new 
writing idea based on the 
topic?  

5  How would you write the 
text differently? What 
changes would you make and 
why? What would you add or 
remove? How would your 
changes affect the outcome 
of the piece? 

6  Find three places in the 
text that required the reader 
to make an inference. What 
did you infer? What text clues 
were given by the author to 
help you make the inference? 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reading Response Task Menu: Infer & Synthesize 
Infer: To draw conclusions based on text evidence; Synthesize: The combining of ideas and creation of new thought 

Select a task from the reading response menu. Your written reading response should address the questions in the task. 
Text ________________________________________ Author ________________________________ 
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Name ___________________________________    Date _______________________  Task # _____ 

1  What is the theme of the 
play? Give some examples 
from the play that supports 
the theme?  
 

2  What is the main 
character’s problem? How did 
the character resolve the 
problem?  

3  What can you infer about 
the characters in the play 
based on the dialogue? Give 
examples of dialogue to 
support your thinking. 
 

4  Describe the structure of 
the play (acts, scenes, 
characters, dialogue, and 
stage directions).  

5  Which scene is the high 
point (climax) of the play? 
How does the playwright 
build tension (excitement) in 
the scene before bringing it to 
a climax? 

6  Choose one character 
from the play. If you were the 
director how would you cast 
this character? Describe in 
detail how the character looks 
in your mind. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reading Response Task Menu: Plays 
Plays: A scripted drama intended for performance upon a stage by actors. 

Select a task from the reading response menu. Your written reading response should address the questions in 
the task. 

Text ________________________________________ Playwright ________________________________ 
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Name ___________________________________    Date _______________________  Task # _____ 

1  Describe the fantasy world 
the author created. What are 
the magical elements of this 
world?  
 

2  Is the story a low or high 
fantasy? How do you know? 
Give examples from the story 
that prove your thinking. 
 
 

3  What is the theme of the 
story? Give an example from 
the story and explain its 
connection to the theme of 
the story?  
 

4  What motivates and 
drives the character to 
continue their journey 
through the story? Give 
examples of the character’s 
thoughts and actions that 
proves your thinking. 

5  How does the character 
change in the story from the 
beginning to the end? Give 
examples of how the 
character changed, including 
what caused the character to 
change. 

6  Give an example of a 
magical element the author 
used in the story, and explain 
how the magic changed the 
character, or made a 
difference in the plot of the 
story. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reading Response Task Menu: Fantasy 
Fantasy: Fictional story set in another or strange world, includes magical elements and suspension of belief. 
Select a task from the reading response menu. Your written reading response should address the questions in 
the task. 

Text ________________________________________ Author ________________________________ 
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Name ___________________________________    Date _______________________  Task # _____ 

1  What is the science in your 
science fiction story?  Is it 
actual science, imagined, or 
potential science? Give some 
examples. 
 

2  What is the setting of the 
story? Describe the time and 
place. How does the setting 
impact the plot of the story? 

3  What is an object in the 
story that can be found now? 
What is an object in the story 
that may be found in the 
future? How do the objects 
effect the story? 
 

4  What are the elements in 
the story that makes it a 
science fiction story? Give 
examples and explain your 
thinking. 

5  Do you think the author 
uses principles of science 
effectively? Why or why not? 
Give examples and explain 
your thinking. 
 

6  What kind of technology is 
used in the story? Is the 
technology used possible in 
the future? Why or why not? 
Explain your thinking. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reading Response Task Menu: Science Fiction 
Science Fiction: Story based on actual, imagined, or potential science usually placed in the future or other worlds. 

Select a task from the reading response menu. Your written reading response should address the questions in the 
task. 

Text ________________________________________ Author ________________________________ 
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Name ___________________________________    Date _______________________  Task # _____ 

1  How is the article 
organized (text structure)? 
How does the organization of 
the text help readers? Give 
examples and explain your 
thinking. 

2  What text features are 
used in the article? How do 
the text features help the 
reader understand the article 
and make meaning? Give 
examples. 

3  What did you already 
know about the subject of the 
article? What did you learn? 
What questions do you have 
about the topic?  
 

4  What type of article did 
you read (examples: how to, 
informational, narrative, 
etc.)? Did the author 
effectively communicate 
information? Why or why 
not? 

5  What is the main idea of 
the article? Give examples 
that prove your thinking. 
Explain how the author 
expanded on the main idea. 

6  What was the most 
important information in the 
article? Give examples and 
explain how the important 
ideas were organized by the 
author.  

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reading Response Task Menu: Magazine Article 
Magazine Article: Nonfiction informational piece of text included in a magazine. 

Select a task from the reading response menu. Your written reading response should address the questions in 
the task. 

Text ________________________________________ Author ________________________________ 
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Name ___________________________________    Date _______________________  Task # _____ 

1  Who is the biography 
about, and what is the 
important thing that they did 
that had an impact on 
society?  
 

2  What life changing events 
occurred in the person’s life 
that led them to doing the 
important things that made a 
difference in the world? 

3  What did you learn about 
life from the person featured 
in the biography? How can 
you apply what you learned 
to your own life? 
 

4  What mistakes did this 
person make in their life? 
How did they learn from their 
mistakes? How did their 
mistakes impact their future? 
 
 

5  What important attributes 
does this person have that 
made a difference in how 
they approached their life? 
Which attributes do you share 
with the person in your 
article? 

6  What was special about 
the person? Why do you think 
the author chose to write 
about this person? What did 
the author focus on? Give an 
example. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reading Response Task Menu: Biography 
Biography: True narrative story of a person’s life. 

Select a task from the reading response menu. Your written reading response should address the questions in 
the task. 

Text ________________________________________ Author ________________________________ 
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Name ___________________________________    Date _______________________  Task # _____ 

1  Why do you think the 
author wrote this piece? Give 
examples from the text to 
help explain your thinking. 
 
 

2  How does the author 
create a story around the 
information?  Give examples 
from the text and explain 
your thinking? 

3  What is important about 
this story? What impact did 
this have on society? Give 
examples from the text and 
explain your thinking. 
 

4  Who or what is this story 
about? What are the 
important things that you 
learned from this piece? Why 
are they important? Explain 
your thinking. 
 

5  Why do you think the 
author chose to share this 
information like a story? How 
does telling the information 
like a story help the reader 
know and understand the 
subject of the story? 

6  Describe in detail how the 
author organized this piece of 
writing. Which fictional 
elements did the author use 
to bring this nonfiction piece 
to life? Give examples and 
explain your thinking. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reading Response Task Menu: Narrative Nonfiction 
Narrative Nonfiction: Nonfiction information told in a narrative story format. 

Select a task from the reading response menu. Your written reading response should address the questions in 
the task. 

Text ________________________________________ Author ________________________________ 
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Name ___________________________________    Date _______________________  Task # _____ 

1  What persuasive 
techniques does the 
advertisement use to the 
convince the reader to take 
action? Give examples and 
explain your thinking. 

2 Is the advertisement 
convincing? Why or why not? 
Give examples and explain 
your thinking. 

3  What techniques does the 
advertisement use to catch 
the reader’s attention? Are 
the techniques convincing? 
Why or why not? Give 
examples and explain your 
thinking. 
 

4  Who is the target market 
for the advertisement? Give 
evidence for your answer and 
explain your thinking. 
 

5  What is the advertisement 
promoting? What needs does 
it meet? Is it effective in 
meeting the target market’s 
desires? Explain your thinking. 
 

6  What action does the 
advertisement require in 
order to be successful? Give 
an example and explain the 
purpose of the 
advertisement. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reading Response Task Menu: Advertisement (Persuasive) 
Advertisement: A public notice or announcement promoting a product, service, or event. 

Select a task from the reading response menu. Your written reading response should address the questions in 
the task. 

Text ________________________________________ Author ________________________________ 
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Name ___________________________________    Date _______________________  Task # _____ 

1  Is the story a fairy tale or 
folktale? Give evidence from 
the text to support your 
answer. How do you know? 

2  Fairy Tale: Who are the 
magical creatures in the 
story? What difference do 
they make in the story? 
Explain your thinking. 

3 Folktale: On which culture 
is the folktale based? Site 
evidence from the text that 
helped you to understand the 
culture (country). How does 
knowledge of the culture give 
the story meaning?  
 

4  Choose a “bad or evil” 
character from the story. How 
does this character feel? 
What is their point of view? 
What caused them to act bad 
or evil? Explain your thinking. 

5  Who is the main character 
in the story? What choices do 
they make that effects the 
outcome of the story? What is 
their motivation? Explain your 
thinking. 

6  How does this story effect 
or change the reader? What is 
the underlying lesson, 
message, or moral? What 
does it make you think about? 
Explain your thinking. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reading Response Task Menu: Fairy Tale or Folktale 
Fairy Tale: Fiction story with fairies or other magical creatures. Folktale: Old story handed down by word of mouth. 
Select a task from the reading response menu. Your written reading response should address the questions in the 
task. 

Text ________________________________________ Author ________________________________ 
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Name ___________________________________    Date _______________________  Task # _____ 

1  Were the clues effectively 
pieced together to help the 
reader solve the mystery 
before it was revealed? 
Explain your thinking (yes or 
no). 

2  How did the author add 
suspense to the story? Was it 
effective? Why or why not? 
Explain your thinking. 

3  What were the most 
important parts to the story? 
What makes these things 
important to the story? How 
do they effect the reader? 
Explain your thinking. 
 

4  How does the setting 
effect the story? Give 
examples from the text and 
explain your thinking. 

5  What surprises and twists 
does the author include? 
Were they effective? Why or 
why not? Explain your 
thinking. 

6  How is the story 
structured or organized? How 
does the structure of the 
story effect the reader? Does 
the structure enhance or take 
away from the story. Explain 
your thinking. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reading Response Task Menu: Mystery 
Mystery: Fiction story where a crime is solved or secrets are unraveled. 

Select a task from the reading response menu. Your written reading response should address the questions in 
the task. 

Text ________________________________________ Author ________________________________ 
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Name ___________________________________    Date _______________________  Task # _____ 

1  Choose a quote from the 
text, then describe in detail 
the images that the words 
evoked in your mind.  

2  Visual images are a lot like 
memory images. Explain the 
memory images that came to 
mind while reading, and how 
you connected the text to 
theses memories. 

3  What words did the 
author use that helped you to 
create pictures in your mind? 
How did the words an visual 
images help you to better 
understand the text? 
 

4  Describe the visual images 
that you have in your mind of 
the characters. Which words 
helped you to create a vision 
in your mind of how the 
character looks? 

5  Describe the visual images 
that you have in your mind of 
the setting. Which words 
helped you to create a vision 
in your mind of the setting? 

6  What types of visual 
images did the author include 
to help readers better 
understand the text? How did 
those images help you to 
“see” what the author was 
talking about? 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reading Response Task Menu: Visualization 
Visualization: Visualizing is the act of readers making pictures in their mind as they are reading. 

Select a task from the reading response menu. Your written reading response should address the questions in 
the task. 

Text ________________________________________ Author ________________________________ 
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Name ___________________________________    Date _______________________  Task # _____ 

1  What is the purpose and 
main ideas of the infographic? 
How do you know? Describe 
your thinking in detail.  

2  How does the infographic 
organize the information? 
How does the organization of 
the infographic support the 
reader, and help them to 
grasp the main ideas?  

3  How does the visual 
layout of the infographic 
engage or disengage the 
reader? Explain your opinion 
using examples. 
 

4  How does the infographic 
help the reader build 
understanding of the topic? 
Explain your thinking with 
specific examples. 

5  What questions does the 
infographic leave in your 
mind? Where can you find 
more information? How does 
the infographic lead you to 
read more? Explain your 
thinking. 

6  Based on the information 
in the infographic, what is the 
author’s viewpoint on the 
topic? Explain your thinking 
using specific examples. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reading Response Task Menu: Infographics 
Infographics: Infographics is the use of a chart or diagram used to describe information or data. 

Select a task from the reading response menu. Your written reading response should address the questions in 
the task. 

Text ________________________________________ Author ________________________________ 
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Name ___________________________________    Date _______________________  Task # _____ 

1  How is the information in 
the chapter organized? How 
does the organization help 
you find answers to questions 
at the end of the chapter? 
Explain your thinking. 

2  What are the important 
ideas in the chapter? 
Summarize each main idea. 

3  What is the most 
important take away from the 
chapter? What did you learn, 
and what questions did it 
leave in your mind? Explain 
your thinking in detail. 
 

4  How do the text features 
(infographics, images, 
sidebars, bullets) help support 
the key ideas in the chapter? 
Explain how the text features 
helped you to understand the 
material. 

5  How did the information 
in the chapter help you to 
connect to things that you 
already know and 
understand? Give examples 
and explain your thinking. 

6  What did you notice about 
the author’s perspective on 
the topic discussed in the 
chapter? Give examples and 
explain your thinking. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reading Response Task Menu: Textbook Chapter 
Textbook Chapter: A chapter from a school textbook on a specific subject like history or science. 

Select a task from the reading response menu. Your written reading response should address the questions in 
the task. 

Text ________________________________________ Author ________________________________ 
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Name ___________________________________    Date _______________________  Task # _____ 

1  Is the email formal or 
informal? What is the 
purpose of the email? How 
does the purpose effect how 
the reader might respond? 
Explain your thinking. 

2  What is the main idea(s) 
of the email? What new 
information did you learn 
from the email, and / or how 
did you connect to the topic? 
Explain your thinking. 

3  How does the subject line 
of the email attempt to gain 
the reader’s attention? How 
might a reader respond to the 
subject line? Explain your 
thinking? 
 

4  What is the purpose of 
the email? How would you as 
a reader reply to the email? 
Explain your response and 
your reasoning behind how 
you would reply. 

5  How does the author of 
the email want the reader to 
respond? Did they persuade 
you to respond? Why or why 
not? Explain your thinking. 

6  How does the author 
communicate their message 
through the email? How do 
they want the reader to feel? 
How does it make you feel? 
Explain your thinking. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reading Response Task Menu: Emails 
Emails: Emails are informal and formal letters sent electronically through the Internet. 

Select a task from the reading response menu. Your written reading response should address the questions in 
the task. 

Text ________________________________________ Author ________________________________ 
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Name ___________________________________    Date _______________________  Task # _____ 

1  What is the purpose of 
then content? What are the 
important ideas that you 
learned? How does the 
content help you? Explain 
your thinking. 

2  How did the author 
organize the content? How 
did the organization of the 
content support your 
understanding as a reader? 
Give examples and explain 
your thinking. 

3  What did you know about 
the topic prior to reading the 
content? How did you 
connect your thinking to new 
information? What did you 
learn? Explain your thinking. 
 

4  What is the author’s point 
of view concerning the 
content? Give examples that 
explain your thinking. 

5  What visual aides did the 
author use to help explain the 
content? How did the visual 
aides help you to understand 
the steps or how to carry out 
the instructions?  

6  After reading the 
information or directions, do 
you think that you could 
follow the steps and 
accomplish the task? Why or 
why not? 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reading Response Task Menu: How To / Directions 
How To / Directions: Information in the form of giving directions or explaining how to do something. 

Select a task from the reading response menu. Your written reading response should address the questions in 
the task. 

Text ________________________________________ Author ________________________________ 
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Name ___________________________________    Date _______________________  Task # _____ 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Name ___________________________________    Date _______________________  Task # _____ 
 
Text __________________________________      Author __________________________________ 

Expectations Points 
The student focused on one selected task and answered all of the 
questions. 

The student demonstrated their understanding of the text and 
genre through their writing response. 

The student wrote in complete sentences and used proper 
conventions (grade level). 

The student gave sufficient text evidence to support their thinking. 

The student satisfactorily expanded upon and explained their 
thinking. 

The student organized their thoughts in a logical order, so that the 
sequence supported their thinking. 

The student used the best word choice to express their ideas. 

The student wrote the response with a consistent point of view. 

The student communicated their thinking clearly and coherently. 

The student completed and turned in the assignment in a timely 
manner. 

Grading Rubric 
Each expectation is worth 10 total points.  

0-3 Missing or Incomplete     4-6 Good     7-8 Very Good     9-10 Excellent  

Comments: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

GRADE 
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